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. Ye muſt be born in.“ . John ii, 7 
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ſons and daughters; faith the Lord Almighty.” 
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Except a Man be born again he cannot fee the 
5: 37>; c fn ey 


Ils is part of the diſcourfe our Saviour had 
with Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, who 
came by night to him, and talked with him of the 
kingdom. It ſhould ſeem that this man had been 
one of the beſt of the Jews, and who waited for the 
conſolation of Iſrael; and as at that time many de- 
vout people were in daily expectation of the com- 
ing of the Meſſiah, or the Deſire of all nations, ſo 
he was inquiſitive who our Saviour could be, hay= 
ing heard of his miracles, and was aſſured, as he 
tells Jeſus, that he was no mere man, but a teacher 
come from God. For, ſaith he, no man can do 
_ theſe miracles which thou doſt except God be with 
Our Saviour knew well the groſs and carnal ideas 
of the children of Iſrael about the kingdom, and 


began at once to tell him, that his kingdom was 


not to be ſeen with the outward eyes, or as he 
ſaid to the Phariſees in another Place, It cometh | 


not with obſervation ; neither ſhall they ſay, Lo, 


here, or, lo there, for the kingdom of Heaven is 
within you,” Luke xvii. 20, 21. Thus he now 
teaches one of their chief rabbies, that no one un- 


—— 
fe 


r 


converted could 


except a man be born again he cannot ſee the king- 


dom of God,” Although this doctrmie had been 
taught in David and Ezekiel, Pſalm 1. ro. Ezek. 


xxxvi. 26 and in other ſcriptures of the prophets, 


= it appeared quite new to Nicodemus, and 
ſtruck him with amazement, ſo that he aſked di- 
rectly, © How a man, could be born when he was 
old? Can he, ſaith he, enter the ſecond time into 
his mother's womb and be born ?” Our Saviour 
told him, if a man could enter into his mother's 
womb and be born again, that would not help him, e 


far ſtill he would be fleſh, and of the ſame nature 


5 of that from which he was born, has he ſays, = He 8 


muſt be born of water and of the Holy Ghoſt ; he 


muſt have a ſpiritual birth, and become ſpirit of 
| his Father, who is a ſpirit, and by whom the ſons 
of God are begotten of incorruptible ſeed, and bids 
Nicodemus not marvel at it, for a third time he 
faith, Ve muſt be born again,” He was more 
and more aſtoniſhed at this doctrine, and by his 
_ queſtion, How can this be?” he confeſſes, he 
was a ſtranger to this myſtery, and did not under- _ 
Rand the new birth, Our Saviour, to convince him 
that there are things carthy not to be accounted _ 
Tor, and which yet are real and true, mentions the = 
wind, which one hears and feels, but can not 
tell whence it cometh, or whither it gceth, ſo, ſays _ 
he, is every one born of the Spirit.” As if he would 
have ſaid, How can one detcribe the wind to him 
Who has not felt or heard it, or account for why it 
blows to day high and not to morrow, or whence it 
comes, or whither it goes, and yet we know there | 


is ſuch a thing as wind? ſo one born again, one 


on whom the Lord hias breathed a ſecond time, 


; id fee the kingdom, much leſs enter 
into it, “ Vecily, verily, he ſaith, I ſay unto thee, 
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5 1. 
and ſaid, ec 1 ye the Holy Ghoſt, 5, can be 


aſſured of this mercy, and thenceforward be a 
partaker of the kingdom of God, feel in his heart 


the happy change he works there by his Spirit, re- 
joice in his ſalvation, know he is a child of God, 
and partaker of his divine nature, as ſurely as he | 
was fleſh of his natural father's fleſh, and with all 
bold neſs can call Abba Father, having received the 


Spirit of adoption, and being really born again 


into the family and houſhold of God; but he can, 
not reveal or deſcribe it to another; he cannot ac- 
count for it; nor can he make another, whoſe eyes 


the Lord has not opened, ſee the kingdom and hap- 


pinels to which he is reſtored, becauſe it is what = 


man knows but him that receiveth | Wy Z | 
Nicodemus heard all our Saviour ſaid, but con- 


: tinued yet to reaſon about this new birth, till our 
Saviour aſked him, Art thou a maſter in Iſrael, 
and knowelt not theſe things? If I have told you of | 
earthly things and ye believe not, how ſhould you 

„ believe it: 1 tell you of heavenly | i. e. If bare 
told you of the wind, which is earthly, aud you 
do not comprehend or underſtand, how can you un- 

derſtand heavenly things which are paſt finding 


out? This part of our Saviour's diſcourſe ſhould 


5 teach us two things: 


Firſt, That all maſters in Iſrael, all rulers, 


| preachers, and minifters of God's word, ſhould 
- rſt of all know and be witneſſes of this myſtery * 
and none ſhould venture to teach others till they are 
taught theſe things, and have learned them of 


1 God; for this is the true character of a ſervant of 
4 Chritt ; 


we ſpeak what we know, and teſtify what 


we have ſeen; and thus properly are they his wit- 
neſſes; they not only preach the divine truths in 
125 words, but have themſclves proved and experienced | 


1 them | 
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. enn in their own hearts. ** We are witneſſes, 
ſays St. Peter, of theſe things,” 

Secondly, We muſt learn to bridle our too curi- - 
ous ſearch into ſome matters, becauſe they are too 
high for us, and believe, becauſe the Lord has ſaid 
it, without wanting to underſtand how it can be, 
or endeavouring to comprehend or give reaſons for 
the myſteries of f Chriſt, fince his matters are not like 
the things of the world, which men may ſearch 
out and account for, though in many things they 
fail and fall ſhort; but in the things of God we 

ſhould always think, * as the heavens are above 
the earth, ſo are his ways above our ways, and his 
thoughts above our thoughts, His ways are in 
the great waters, and his footſteps are not known.” 
In this: d. Arine of the New Birth, this humble 
wind is neceſſary; for, like as a blind man cannot 
be a judge of colours till his eyes are opened; nor 
the man born 2nd brought up in ſome cioſe place be 
able to underſtand any thing of the wind till he 
has felt and heard it, ſo neither can any one judge 
of the work of God upon the ſoul, till he has ob- 
tained, of his loving Lord, an underſtanding, 
where by, as St. John ſays, ©* 'We know him :?? or, 
What our Saviour calls “ears to hear, eyes to ſee, 
and a heart to underſtand.“ When this is done, he 
| ſhall find no ſuch difficulty to believe, or find the 
Tight way; for fools ſhall not err therein: and 3 
babe thus taught of God is wiſe, and underſtands, ; 
| believes, and is already bappy and W 

It is remarkable, our Saviour does not go about 
to demonſti ate the matter, or explain it, for that is 
no where his way. He ſaith, and we are to believe 
ſor his word's ſake, nor muſt we look for a greater 
or better proof of the truth than that he has ſaid it, 
60 lt! is written,” we do not tru As and where. a 

demonſtta - 
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demonſtration is given, ſaith is not df uſe. He is. 
Gad, and worthy to be believed; and as here in. 


this world our main attainment is not to compre- 


hend, or fathom, or know a+ we are known, but to 
believe, and in the world to come we ſhall fee and 
pry into the deep things of God, where there is no 
danger of pride, and where we ſhall know per- 
fectſy; therefore let us endeavour only to feel, to 
experience, and enjoy in our hearts this great bleſa 
ſiedneſs, which no natural man can underſtand, but 
will conſtantly enquire, © How can this be?” till 
his heart feels the want of a New Birth, and then 
with tears and prayers he will ſeek it and find it. 


I ſhall now fpeak briefly of theſe three heads: 


| Firſt, Of the neceſſity of the New Birth. Secondly, 
Treat of its happy effects in the heart. And, 
Thirdly, Of the means of this change, as far as it 
Foncerns us. s. %% 


Our fall in Adam, and the corrupt and wicked 


nature we bring with us in to the world, has made 
_ a regeneration abſolutely neceſſary; and though I 
| Know how many ſtrive to oppoſe the doctrine of 
-._ 0rigina], or the firſt fin, yet I ſo treat all argue 
ments, and thoſe things ſaid directly againſt the 
words of ſeripture, juſt as St, Paul calls it, The 
wiſdom of men, and what is fooliſhneſs with God.“ 
All the law and goſpel agree, © that in Adam all 
died. All have ſinned and come ſhort of the glory | 
of God.” Thou art called a tranſgreſſor from the |} 
_ womb, The thovghts of man's heart are evil b 
from his youth. I was born in ſin, and in fin did 
my mother conceive me. All are gone out of the 
way, there is none good, no not one.” Theſe 
are ſome of the many ſcriptures which prove the 


general and univerſal fall and decay, and which is 


he rcaſon why we muſt be born again, If there 


had 


T4 


| had been no ruining of all, then all need not be re- 


newed; and if we had not a bad and corrupt nas 


ture, a heart which is not good in th? ſight of God, 


then there would be no need of a new nature. If, 
therefore, no ſcripture could be brought in confir- 


mation of the doctrine of the fall but the text itſelf, 
it would prove it ſufficiently : for either God cre= 


ated us bad, or we are fallen: or if a man can be 


ſo blind as to think we are well, we have a good 
nature, we are not fallen, nor ſpoiled, nor ruined, 
then he muſt ſee no need of a New Birth, and de- 
ſpiſe the doctrine our Saviour has taught ſo plain in 
this his diſcourſe with Nicodemus, and in many 


other places of his goſpel; and is verily and indeed 


dead, and his fooliſh heart is darkened and blinded 
by the god of this world, who therefore keeps him 
ignorant of his loft ftate, left he ſhould fee the 
need of the waſhing of regeneration and the re- 
newing of the Holy Ghoſt, and ſhould ſeek it with 
ee and be esse, 8 


Let who will oppoſe it, the true doctrine is this; a 
We were created upright, innocent, and very good, 
but ſatan, who envied our happineſs, found means 


to ſeduce our firſt parents into fin; and when they, ; 


to whom God had given in ſubjection all things in 
the world, fell into the enemy's hands, all went 
to wreck, and all born afterwards were home- born 
llaves of ſatan; nor was it poſſible for it to be other- 
wiſe; for Adam having forfeited his right to be a 


ſon of God, and having been now potſoned and 
hurt by fin, could not beget children in a better 
nature than he had himſelf, nor could a clean 
thing come out of an unclean; but all the whole 
lump of mankind was leavened with the direful 
leaven, and the curſe came upon all, In this wo- 


ful 


ful condition was the earth and all ſouls, when Gad 
looked down from heaven and ſaw ** how all fleſh 
had corrupted their way before him, and were like 
ſheep gone aſtray,” or Vines degenerated and become 
wild and worthleſs; and here he opened and revealed 
bis eternal purpoſe, which was to fave us out of 
this horrible pit, and reſtore us to the dignity of 
Tons of God; wherefore he did not leave us in our 
fallen eſtate, or forſake us unhelped, but refolved 
to make all things new, and to give eſpecially a 
New Birth to ſuch as believe in him, which ſhould. 
be brought about and effected by the Holy Ghoſt; 
and ſo we, who were by nature children of wrath, 
might become children of grace, and receive the 
Spirit of adoption, whereby we can call God, in 
the ſtricteſt fenſe, my Father; and this, after our 
Saviour had redeemed us by his death, he goes on 


to do for us now, He gives us a new heart, or, as 
David calls it, “a clean heart and a new Spirit, 


and he is our God, and we are his people. We 
are his ſons and daughters, and he 1s--t6 us 4 | 
Father ;” and thus ſaith the Lord God Almighty 
In the ſcriptures, re Co on. 


It js a falfe and dangerous notion which ſome en- 
tertain, that our Saviour by his croſs only ſet us 4 
good example, and that at beſt we can become na 
more than ſervants of God, for therefore ſaid our 
Saviour, I have not called you ſervants. I go ta 


your Father and my Father, to your God and ts 


my God.” And St. Paul ſays, We are not 


fervants but fons;” and this is a common thing 9 


the bible to ſee the believers and elect of God called 


But leſt any ſhould deſpiſe this glorious liberty 
of becoming children . and be nanny” to 
_ — — KJ ²˙¹ðd . 


his children, his ſons, his family, his fleſh and 


VTR 


ſtop mort of the prize of our high calling, XY muſt 
yet add one ig, and that is this, A New Birth © 


is not only neceſſary to make us joint-heirs of the 
glory to came with Chriſt, but none can be ſaved. 


without it: none can go to heaven, none can ſee 
the kingdom, or enter into it, who has not ex- 
perienced this change. To make it doubly weighty 
and important, our Saviour delivers this truth with 


his uſual ſolemnity in ſach caſes, ** Verily, verily 


I fay unto you, except a man be born again, he 
cannot ſee the kingdom of God,” He ſays it who 
cannot lie, The word is gone out of his mouth 
who cannot repent, and is confirmed with an ever- 
JJ 8 5 
| Whoever can yet think ſo lightly of the matter 
zs if he can be ſaved though he be an entire ſtranger 
to this birth of the Spirit, this new. creation 
_ wrought in the heart, he ſhall find our Lord and 
Maſter does not trifle or jeſt, his words are true 
and faithful, and to ſuppoſe one can be ſaved wha 
is not born again, is to ſuppoſe our Saviour can 
break his word and oath. No, he ſhall be found 


true, though the whole race of men ſhould periſk.. 


Loet therefore none venture too far thus preſump- 
tuoufly, leſt they repent too late; nor make light, 
of this doQrine, leſt they ſhould be found ſpeechleſs 
In that day when our Saviour ſhall make it appear, 
they once heard of the neceſſity of being born again, 
Hut they cclpnesd d BY 


Many deceive themſelves, by thinking they 40 


not deſpiſe it, but hope it is no other than baptiſm, 
or another name given to a change of behaviour 
and manners, &c. but even their eaſy and careleſs 


thoughts about ſo great a matter is a ſort of deſpiſing 


of it; for, if any thing, we ſhould be ſure it ſhould 
be in this, ſince without it we cannot be ſaved, nor 


lee 


ES» 
| fre the kingdom of God. How many have been 
| baptized who are ſtill utter ſtrangers to this renova 
tion, or renewal of the heart? How many have 
changed their morals, and altered their courſe of 
Jife, who never experienced a New- Birth, or ate 
ſure what it means to this day ? | 
J will not diſpute but that ſome have been born 
again at the time of their baptiſm, (for we have 


| inſtances of it in the ſcripture) and that others; 


whoſe courſe of life have been altered, were alſo 
born again from above; but without this in the 
heart, without the work of the Hoiy Ghoſt, who 
wathes us in the blood and water 00 of Chriſt's 
nde, all the reſt is but an empt ty ſign and ſhadow, 
but not the ſubſtance: I wil therefore gain and 
again beſeech and pray you, be aware leſt you, like 
che Jews, boaſt of your church privileges, &c. and 
be, after all, no child of God. He is not a Jew = 
who is a Jew outwardly, whoſe circumciſion is in 
the fleſh, but he is a Jew who is a Jew inwardly, 
_ whoſe circumciſion is in the heart.” He is not a 
true Iſraelite who can only glory that Abraham 
was his father, but he who walks in the ſteps of 
the faith of Abraham, ſo think you. He is not a 
real chriſtian who only has been baptized with 
water outwardly, but he is a chriſtian who is one 
inwardly, who has been baptized with the Holy 
| Ghoſt and is born again; and he only is a child of 
God whom the Lord hath made ſo, and not he who _ 


without this glories of his being of the beſt reli- 


gion, or a fon of the moſt holy church; for elſe, 

jet him be what he will, and boaſt how he pleaſe, 
except he be born agann. he cannot ſce the king» 
dom of God.“ 
But now I come to treat of the effects of the New 
Birth, which! is the ſecond thing 1 ere to ſpeae 
3 | 5 The 
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The change made at the time of our a 


de doptiog 
and waſhing in the blood and water Chriſt ſh 


x | e * 
is real and happy; for then all thoſe fears, jea- 
louſies, and uneaſineſſes which generally, if not 


always, precedes it in the upright and ſincere, are 
brought to an end: They are no more afraid of 

peing loſt or caſt away, for now ** God. the Spirit 
þeareth witneſs with their ſpirit that they are 


children of God;” and that though a ſcrvant 


abideth not in the houſe alway, yet a ſon or child 
of God abideth alway, and ſhall go no more out; 


no man ſhall pluck them ont of their Elder Bro- 


ther's hands. They feel they are now fellow- 
citizens with the ſaints, and of the houſhold of 
God, and that henceforth they are numbered with 
the general aſſembly and church of the firſt- born 
who are written in heaven, they are counted among 
his jewels, and called his people, and confeſſed 
before the Father and all the angels as the ſheep of 
his paſture. They know they no more belong to 
the world, but are born out of it unto God and tne 
Lomb : When the Lord counteth up his people, it 
| ſhall be ſaid of Sion, This man was born there, 
Jeruſalem above is his mother, and as ſurely as be 
was born of Adam's fleſh and blood, and partook of 
his nature and ſin, ſo ſurely is he new- born of the 
Second Man Adam, and is partaker of his nature, 
of his ſpirit and righteouſneſs, ſo that he can pro- 
perly and ſtrictly ſay, Lord, thou art my Father, 
yoo. our Saviour will not be aſhamed to call ſuch _ 
brethren. Beſides this comfortable alteration in 
the mind, and over and above the joy that is 
brought to ſuch at the revealing or manifeſting 
Chriit to them; they are indeed endued with a new 


heart ang with a n:w (ſpirit, Our Lord Jeſus has 
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heart, the former dead ſpirit, is taken away, and 
even the body ſo far partakes of this New Birth 


that thoſe in-dwelling and in-bred impurities and 
deſires are overflowed with the water of regenera- 
tion. and drowned in the blood of the Lamb, The 
body is waſhed with pure water, as it is written, 


„will ſprinkle you with water, and you ſhall be 
£ clean And now that which was once a fink of 
fin, a neſt of every unclean and hateful bird, a den 
of thieves, is made the houſe of God, the temple of 
the Holy Ghoſt, who dwelleth thenceforward in 
them. He who before laboured with them, and 
drew them near to himſelf, now is in them, and 
will make his abode with them. The fleſh is not 
changed, nor will be, till it is returned to the 
duſt from whence it was taken, or till Jeſus comes, 
It will be ſown a vile body, and at the appearance 
of the Lord in that day it ſhall rife in his likeneſs; 
and when he makes a new earth our bodies alſo 


ſhall be made like his glorious body, and therefore 


is the reſurtection called in the ſcripture, the“ re- 
demption of the body.” But then, though we 
who are born again of God have ſtill our weak and 
ſpoiled bodies about us till we go hence, yet no 
child of God may live to himſelf, or after the fleſh 
bdut they ſerve the Lord Chriſt with their bodies and 
| ſouls, and all their members become infliruments 
of righteouſneſs. No more do fleſhly luſts pollute _ 
it, no more are they drunkards, or railers, or di- 

_ obedient, or lovers of the world, or careleſs, or fet- _ 
_ yants of ſin, they are a redeemed people, and their 

works, words, and all their behaviour, ſhew they 
Jeſus, ' His mark is ſeen upon 


have been with us | | 
their forcheads, his blood beſprinkles their modeſt 


and Jovely converſation, and makes all their wordg 
FJavoury : In ſhort, all old things are done away, 
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vebold all tlrings are become new, and every child 
f God is a new creature, created anew in Chriſt 
Jeſus unto good works, by which their light ſhines 
unto men, and they glorify their Father which is 
in heaven. 
I come now to ſpeak of the means of this change, 
and that is faith, He that believeth is born of 
| God. To them gave he power, or the privilege to 
| become ſons of God, even to them that believe in 
bis name, which were born not of the will of the 
Meſh, nor of the will of man, but of God. St. Paul 
_ alſo ſpeaks after the ſame manner: We are the 
children of God. through faith in Chriſt Jeſus,”* 
If you deſire to become heirs of the kingdom of 
heaven, or, as our Saviour ſays, „Children of the 
| Kingdom,” then before all things this is needful, 
which is, a holy confidence and reliance on Chriſt, 5 
ga living faith in him. By faith | would not mean 
What is generally meant in the world, where almoſt 


all who call themſelves chriſtians imagine they 
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believe; but I mean that faith which we have of 
God, and which is the work of the Holy Spirit 
in the heart, whereby we have the firm perſuaſion 
and aſſurance. that Jeſus the true God was made a 


man, and ſuffered out of pure love and mercy to us, - 


our death and curſe, and has now fully pardoned 
gur fins and given us eternal life. Do any find they 
| have not ſuch a faith, or are inwardly confcious | 
of their being without the Spirit in their hearts, 
then let them be ſerious, and ſeek it and they ſhall 


| find it, Jet them aſk and they ſhall have it, for your 


| heavenly Father will give bis Holy Spirit to them 

that aſk him. But whenever man ean make jeſt of 

the whole, and one whize mock at the inſpiration of 

| God, and ſoon profeſs they do not believe any ſuch 
thing, let ſuch Re] hey.Egnnot revive it becauſe 
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of unbelief: they cannot become children of God, 
ſince they, in their hearts, do not believe the pro- 
miſes of God nor his doctrines, but caſt all his 
words behind their backs. Though I thus ſpeak, 
my brethren, I hope better things of you, be you 
of another mind, and let nothing leſs than being 
born again ſatisfy you, or make you eaſy, Let it 
be your chiefeſt and higheſt aim to be our Saviour's 
mother, and ſiſter, and brother, for ſuch are they, 
and they only, who have his Father for their Father, 
and his God for their God, and are born again of 
the ſame Spirit which bare him of the virgin Mary, 
and conceived him, and brought to paſs his incar- 
nation. May that Holy Spirit even now give you. 
to underſtand all I have ſaid, and awaken you to a 
| thorough knowledge of your fallen Eſtate, and nei= 
ther leave you nor forſake you, til] he has made you 
ſons of God, and manifeſted and applied the merits 
and blood and water of our Savioar Jeſus to your 
hearts, and enable you to ſay, or rather force you 
with joy to confeſs, | am born of God; he is my 
Father, my God, and my ftrong Salvation. 
I᷑ o that Holy Ghoſt, together with the Father, 
and his Son Chriſt Jeſus, be glory for ever and ever, 
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